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Today is the start of the 37th Food Crisis 
Prevention Network (RPCA) annual 

meeting. In December 2019, and again in 
December 2020, we drew the attention of 
policy makers to an unprecedented food 
and nutrition crisis, one that is moreover 
multi-facetted, and which has been further 
exacerbated by the violence generated by 
the ongoing confl ict in the region and by the 
health measures taken in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

We are now in 2021, and the situation 
continues to worsen. Security tensions 
are rising, terrorist groups are increasingly 
attacking civilian populations, burning 
crops, stealing livestock, driving thousands 
of people into exodus, and thus putting great 
strain on the food and humanitarian response 
capacities of States and their partners. 
Women and children are the fi rst victims not 

only of hunger and malnutrition, but also of 
confl ict. For example, women and children 
account for 84% of the 1,500,000 internally 
displaced persons in Burkina Faso. These 
terrible facts are at the heart of the 37th RPCA 
annual meeting, which will refl ect on the 
central theme of “Women, Confl icts and 
Food and Nutrition Issues”.

Ladies and Gentlemen participants,
Dear Members of the Network,

I would like to draw your attention to two key 
points.

The fi rst is that “we are blind or at the very 
least visually impaired” when it comes to the 
situation of women and children in confl ict 
areas. Which means that we are talking 
about a suff iciently serious phenomenon 
about which we know very little. Beyond 
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the statistics on the number of women and children in IDP 
camps, we are - in most cases - unable to accurately assess 
the nature, severity and extent of their suffering. These grey 
areas or clouds of ignorance conceal, in my view, a silent 
drama unfolding on the stage where these conflicts play out. 
Lack of food, shelter and education for their children are just 
a few examples of the psychological trauma women and 
girls experience on a daily basis – trauma that often forces 
them into negative coping or survival mechanisms, including 
enrolment in criminal networks of all kinds. How can I begin to 
describe to you the day-to-day existence of thousands of women 
caught in the grip of conflict – more often than not widows with 
children to support - for whom the simple task of registering for 
humanitarian assistance or even fetching water brings with it 
a permanent risk of aggression of all kinds, including sexual 
assault - which some shamefully describe as «survival sex»? It 
is imperative that the States in the region equip themselves 
with sufficiently efficient - and I stress, above all independent 
– monitoring systems capable of shining a light on this silent 
drama. This is a matter of responsibility and, above all, a duty 
of accountability on the part of public authorities.

My second point is that we must make a “clean break from 
inertia and inaction”. I mentioned earlier the urgent need 
for States to set up transparent monitoring systems. You 
should also know that between the early 2000s and today, 
no fewer than nine UN resolutions have been adopted on 
the situation of women in conflict zones - the most famous 
of which is Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, 

which recently celebrated its 21st anniversary in October. 
While it is good to have a sound string of resolutions to raise 
awareness, and information to help decision-making, it does 
not unfortunately give us the full story of what is going on. 
What concerns me most - and which I am sure should be a 
priority for us all - is to find out what concrete actions we 
have taken on the ground.

I think that it is high time to encourage States to take action 
through strong and proactive measures. I would like to see 
this 37th RPCA meeting used as an opportunity to make 
a heartfelt appeal to the region’s policy makers and their 
partners to take action. Of course, there is no simple remedy 
for this multifaceted problem - and that is where cross-
sectoral approaches come into their own, as they allow for 
a harmonious combination of «humanitarian dressings» 
and “development and peace vaccines”, including specific 
expectations of restorative justice. Do we have tried-and-
tested instruments for working together and moving in this 
direction - and do we know how to put them into practice when 
they do exist? I believe that the RPCA needs to reinvent itself 
and make a long-term investment in these strategic issues if 
we are to have a lasting impact on women’s food security, 
while strengthening their empowerment and dignity.

I wish you every success in all the work undertaken during the 
37th RPCA annual meeting.

Thank you.
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